Sun protection and safety 

Sun Protection Policy

At Jenny Wren Nursery we want all staff and children to enjoy the sun safely. We will work with staff, parents and carers to achieve this through: -

Education

· All children will be involved in a discussion, appropriate for their age and understanding, at the start of the summer about sun protection and the risks.
· All staff will be educated in the importance of sun protection and the risks involved in not protecting both themselves and others.
· Parents and carers will be informed about our policy on sun protection and safety.

Shade 

· Where certain areas of the play space get sunny, children will be discouraged from playing there in the very hot weather. 

Timetabling

· Children will spend more play times in the garden areas before 11am.  In extremely hot weather, playtime will be kept to a minimum to avoid prolonged sessions in the sun.

Keeping hydrated

- Fresh water is constantly available for children and staff throughout every session.  The children can bring in a lidded named water bottle each session and are encouraged to ‘freely’ help themselves for outside play.  We believe this encourages the children to be independent.  Staff encourage the children to drink throughout the day. 			  


Clothing

- All staff and children will be actively encouraged to wear hats when in the outdoor area and on outings.  Staff are to wear sun hats to provide a positive role model for the children.
· Parents should provide their children with a named sun hat.
- Children must wear clothing including tops and dresses that cover the whole of their shoulders when attending nursery.  This includes no string straps, vests or small sleeves that don’t cover the whole of their shoulders.  This is to protect the children from the sun.
- Flip flops must not be worn by the children or staff, only shoes with backs on.  This is for health and safety precautions.


Sunscreen

· Not all children are at equal risk of sunburn, but it is our policy that all children arrive at nursery wearing sunscreen.
- Parents are asked to provide a sunscreen and agree through written permission for the nursery to help apply the product if the child attends all day.
- Parents/carers need to apply sun cream to their child before the start of each session.  Staff will reapply if your child attends an all-day session.  Parents/carers need to provide the appropriate sun cream labelled with their name.
-Staff will supervise the application of sunscreen.  However, with younger children it will be necessary for staff to apply the sunscreen for the children-wearing gloves or washing hands thoroughly after every application.  Parents/carers will sign a permission form for approved staff to do this. (All staff are DBS checked).
-The sun cream provided by parents/carers needs to be factor 30 +.
-If children have any allergies or skin sensitivities, we ask parents/carers to check with their GP before providing a sunscreen. 
-The nursery will advise parents/carers if their child has any adverse reaction that may be due to the sunscreen, and will take medical advice if necessary, following the nursery’s procedures.
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